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Twin Cities Cursillo  

Vision Statement is: 

“As a community committed to 
spiritual growth through Christ 
we strive to transform our every 

day world” 

 

Twin Cities Cursillo  

Mission Statement is: 

“We are a Catholic community 
committed to growing closer to 
Christ through prayer, study 
and service. By living the gos-
pel we invite others daily to join 

us on our life long journey” 

 

 

Then they went away quickly from the tomb, fearful yet overjoyed, and 
ran to announce this to his disciples.  
       Matthew 28:8 
 
 As June comes in, we finally are getting to see some warmer weather. One of 
the gifts of Minnesota is that if you wait long enough, the weather will eventually 
change! The changes of the seasons bring the life cycle into focus. The plants come to 
life in the long anticipated spring after we have endured the cold, harsh Minnesota 
winter. Last year’s seeds start a new plant and flowers bloom to allow pollination for 
the survival of the species. Most plants grow beautiful flowers to attract insects to help 
in spreading the pollen. They need the insects so they may grow seed, so the plant may 
die, and be replaced by new seed the next year. 
  The bee is an insect that helps with the pollination process. The trouble is, the 
bee does not know it needs to help the flower. The bee’s purpose in going from flower 
to flower is to gather the nectar and pollen and take it back to sustain the hive. What 
the bee does not realize is that while it is gathering its own food, it is also pollinating 
the flowers it touches, impacting the environment for all of us. 
 Without the bee, the flower cannot exist. Without the flower, the bee cannot 
exist. In effect, they need each other to survive. So too do we need each other in our 
journey with Jesus. We need to help “pollinate” and energize each other with the good 
news of Jesus! 
 Each day we interact with other people who see us and they will be affected by  
what we do, how we act, and will notice who we choose to spend our time with. Each 
morning, we have the option to choose our attitude and idol for the day. If we choose 
Jesus, every interaction will leave some of our “Christian Pollen” with the people we 
meet. 
 What kind of pollen are you leaving with others?  Is it pollen with an upbeat 
Christian message or is it a message that tears away at attitudes toward Jesus? Is it a 
pollen of indifference or hope? 
 As we enter summer the weather brings us out of our houses and may allow for 
more interaction with other people. We can look at these opportunities to be like the 
bees and spend our time “pollinating” others with Jesus in our pre-Cursillo garden en-
vironments. 
      Continued on Page 3 

Busy as a Bee! 

www.tc-cursillo.org 
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  OUR CHRISTIAN DUTY 

On appointed election days citizens go to the polls and exercise 

their freedom to vote for people of their choosing to plot the 

course that the country will follow for the next several years.  

Many of the decisions that will be made in the next three years 

can, and probably will, affect us and our families for many 

years to come. 

Our nation is faced with a number of critical questions that 

need to be addressed.  How will our nation respond to the issue 

pertaining to the dignity of all human life?  How will our State 

respond to the issue of defining the marriage act?  What about 

policies to confront continuing poverty and dependency, job-

lessness and declining real income for many families?  How 

will our nation respond to the divisive issue and growing hos-

tility toward immigrants and refugees?  How can we as a soci-

ety combat continuing prejudice and discrimination, overcome 

the divisions among our people, provide full opportunity for all 

people and heal the open wounds of racism and sexism? 

There are still many moral issues that we have to work through.  

I often hear that religion and politics don’t mix.  “Keep religion 

out of politics” is what I hear.  The fact is that at times and in 

certain issues, religion and politics must mix, because many 

political questions touch upon faith and morality. 

Education, sexuality, racism, war, abortion, poverty, marriage 

and divorce are such topics.  Not all problems are purely politi-

cal, nor are they entirely solvable by political parties or civil 

laws.  The Christian has a conscientious duty to respond to 

good government and to bad government. 

We fail as Christians and as citizens by not examining political 

issues conscientiously, judging them according to man-made 

laws and not God-made laws.  If you want to check this out, 

please read paragraph 76 of the Vatican II Document, “The 

Constitution of the Church in the Modern World.” 

Another common argument, for example with abortion laws, is 

“You can’t legislate morality!”  A well known author, Father 

McCormick, says in one of his articles that is only a “half-

truth.”  He said every society does legislate against acts it con-

siders immoral.  So, I guess the question is which morality are 

we going to legislate?  He said that public officials who take 

the position that they are personally opposed to abortion but 

will not push for legal prohibition are neglecting a third option, 

seeking to persuade. 

We have a right and a duty to continue to debate and to try to 

persuade others in the public forum.  We can’t simply be pas-

sive.  Education is the effective means of persuasion.  Rigidity 

and harsh treatment seldom seem to get the job done.  Maybe it 

is because education takes effort.  The answer to most prob-

lems seems to come from conviction and rational persuasion.   

We all need to pray for those who exercise authority. 

 

Fr. Al Backmann   

 

 

Hold Teams 317 and 318 in Prayer 

Marco Flores                  Rector/Rectora                Magali Perez 

Alfonzo Chavez          Asistente del Rector       Rosa Isela Ramirez 

Luis Alberto Peralta          Proctor                         Silvia Lopez 

                                    Directors Espiritual 

Padre Denny Dempsey            Padre Lorenzo Hubbard       

Padre Fernando Ortega                           Dn Ramon Garcia 

Felipe Rodriguez          Musico del Rollo              

Patricio Pena                      Ideals                           Silvia Lopez 

Raul Flores            El Seglar en la Iglesia    Guadalupe Hernandez 

Osvaldo Leon                      Piedad                 Natividad Contreras     

Hector Delgado                  Estudio                         Avelina Garcia 

Andres Ramirez Flores      Accion                          Gracie Roman 

Victor Guillen                  Dirigentes                       Jeny Correa 

Saul Maldonado        Estudio del Ambiente           Beatriz Ortega 

Gaston Martinez       Cristiandad en Accion           Marabella Leal 

Carlos Luchi       Cursillista Mas Alla del Cursillo   Dulce del Angel 

                                           Auxiliars               Maria Ines Hitateguy 

                 Alejandra Cruz 

                Rosalina Ortiz 

  Marianna Guadarrama
                Eva Ramirez 

             Esperanza Trejo 

             Martha Reynoso 

             Gloria Tepozteco 

Roberto Flores         Coordinador de la Cocina           Lilia Perez 

Gonzalo Lopez                      Cocina                    Lourdes Mimbrera 

Ken Weyandt                                                         Claudia Jimenez 

Francisco Hernandez                                                 Rosa Albino 

Juventino Plata                                                         Efigenia Gil 

Francisco Ortiz Maximo                                        Nanci del Angel 

Guillermo Barojes                                                     Lidia Huerta 

Carlos Rojas Figueroa                                              Librada Valdez 

Jose Mendez 

Isidro Rios 

Humberto Gonzales    Coordinador de Palanca    Trinidad Moreno 

Oscar Perez                            Palanca                 Marisela Toledano 

Miguel Valdez                                                            Laly Garcia 

Fermin Fernandez Pinto                                        Norma Mendoza 

Juan Eduardo Trejo                             Silvia Sanchez      

Tito Edmundo Cortez                                              Ivon Gutierrez  

                                                                                   Leticia Malagon 

                                                                                   Leticia Ortiz 

Rick Santos                            Liaison                              
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Secretariat MembersSecretariat MembersSecretariat MembersSecretariat Members    
    

Lay Directors: 
       Mark and Sonia Lager 
                            lay-directors@tc-cursillo.org           952.432.8896  
Asst. Lay Directors 
        Tim and Ro Weldon   
                          asst-lay-directors@tc-cursillo.org          763.432.7920
  
Spiritual Advisor:   
        Father Al Backmann  spirit-dr@tc-cursillo.org          612.718.7278 
Treasurer:   
       Larry Smith         mntreasurer@tc-cursillo.org          952.894.2438 
                        11612 Galtier Dr., Burnsville, MN 55337  
Secretary:  
       Jeanne Bendzinski  secretary@tc-cursillo.org            763.509.9243  
School of Leaders:  
       Jim Harasyn    leaders-school@tc-cursillo.org        612.812.3923 
Pre-Cursillo (Send candidate applications):  
       Kay Wacek        pre-cursillo@tc-cursillo.org            763.475.3268 
       Jeff Fink             pre-cursillo@tc-cursillo.org            952.469.4394  
Cursillo (Send team applications):  
        Mike Wagener      cursillo-chair@tc-cursillo.org       763.557.9602 

Cheri Olson        cursillo-chair@tc-cursillo.org       952.895.1968  
Post Cursillo:   
        Jim Martin             post-cursillo@tc-cursillo.org       612.987.9556 
        Louise Babatz        post-cursillo@tc-cursillo.org       651.246.0580 
Music:   
        Eileen Stewart    music@tc-cursillo.org              763.404.1741 
        Bill O’Brien        music@tc-cursillo.org              651.779.0805 
Communication:                           
         Kindling  Editor   kindling@tc-cursillo.org               612.803.5220 
         Scott Wilson       communications@tc-cursillo.org  612.819.6181  
         Bob Schilmoeller    webmaster@tc-cursillo.org       612.817.7417 
 
Deaf Community: 920 James St., 
   Lino Lakes, MN 55014 
Out of Town Palanca: Ben & Mary Zweber            952.461.2366 
   6896 E 250th St. 
   Elko, MN 55020 
5th Day, recently deceased: Mary Kay Velishek           952.447.3209 

    
Ultreya   RepresentativesUltreya   RepresentativesUltreya   RepresentativesUltreya   Representatives    

Deaf Community: Jerry & Jean Zondlo  
    MN Relay Service    1.800.627.3529 then ask for 612.786.2756 
Fairmont:  farnhammarsha@yahoo.com 
    Marsha Farnham  507.238.4527 
Jacob’s Well: jacobs-well-ultreya@tc-cursillo.org   
    Jim & Laura Martin  763.557.7357 
Korean:  Chul (Maurino) Park 651.686.9461 
MN  Valley: minnesota-valley-ultreya@tc-cursillo.org     
     Bob & Ruth Schilmoeller    952.431.4901 
North Minneapolis: north-ultreya@tc-cursillo.org   
     Mike & Julie Harty    763.529.5729  
     Paul and Delores Mordorski    651.489.5716 
Northeast: northeast-ultreya@tc-cursillo.org      
     Deb Waldera  651.772.6935,      Patti Frazer 651.429.0375  
     Pat Gemza 651.735.3261,  
Northwest: northwest-ultreya@tc-cursillo.org  
     Ross Holmes  763.263.7855 
Restful Waters-Northfield: restful-waters-ultreya@tc-cursillo.org   
     Tom Streefland 952-652-2349 
Spanish Speaking: spanish-speaking-ultreya@tc-cursillo.org    
     Raul Flores 612.327.9590, Rafael Gutierrez 612.239.4258 
St. Cloud: st-cloud-ultreya@tc-cursillo.org  
     Ellen Palmer 320.252.8786 
St. Paul Midway: Alice & Jerry Kern 651.645.3161  
Western/Midwest: western-ultreya@tc-cursillo.org   
     Bill & Justine Bojan  952.974.1050     
Vietnamese: Tom42tran@yahoo.com 
     Tom Tran 763.783.9575  

Busy as a Bee!       Continued from Page 1   
 A number of parish ministries take the summer 
off and start anew in the fall. Twin Cities Cursillo will 
provide many opportunities to be “Jesus pollen” this 
summer. Check out the website for more details!  Will 
you consider putting some of these opportunities on 
your calendar and utilize the “off season” in church 
ministry to attend or offer Palanca for some of the fol-
lowing? 

 

† School of Leaders at St. Patrick’s in Edina – 6:30                                
 p.m. -  June 7th,  July 5th, and August 2nd 

† Evening of Renewal at Holy Name of Jesus in  

 Medina on June 30. 

† Spanish 3 Day Encounter Weekends #317 and#318   
 June 16-19 and June 30 to July 3rd at  

 St. Dominic’s in Northfield. 

† English 3 Day Encounter Weekends #319 and #320 
 August 11-14 and August 18-21 at St. Elizabeth 
 Ann Seaton’s in Hastings. 

  

 We hope to see you this summer! May your time 
“pollinating others with Christ” be as productive as the 
bee is pollinating the flowers.  Christ is counting on you! 

God Bless, 

Sonia and Mark Lager 

 

Prayer For PrePrayer For PrePrayer For PrePrayer For Pre----CursilloCursilloCursilloCursillo    

Lord, grant that the sponsors be many,Lord, grant that the sponsors be many,Lord, grant that the sponsors be many,Lord, grant that the sponsors be many,    

That the candidates be willing, and That the candidates be willing, and That the candidates be willing, and That the candidates be willing, and     

that the teams be filled with the Holy Spirit.that the teams be filled with the Holy Spirit.that the teams be filled with the Holy Spirit.that the teams be filled with the Holy Spirit.    

Giles McConville  

New 5th Dayer 

Sharie Newinski 

 St. Peter’s, 

 No. St. Paul 
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Ultreya Dates and Meeting Times in June 

 

ULTREYA   LOCATION        TIME             DATE 

St Cloud  St Mary's Cathedral       7:00 PM                 2 

Northeast   St. Peter, No. St. Paul (Potluck)      6:30 PM  3 

North Minneapolis St William, Fridley                         7:30 PM      3               

Western/Midwest St Hubert’s , Chanhassen       7:00 PM           No Mtg 

Spanish Community   Incarnation, Mpls.       7:00 PM               10 

Restful Waters St Nicholas, New Market      6:30 PM               11 

St. Paul Midway St. Mark’s, St. Paul                      8:00 AM               11 

Northwest  St Henry, Monticello       7:30 PM               11 

Deaf Community Our Lady of Mt Carmel    11:00 AM               19 

Korean  Korean Catholic Church St P      2:30 PM 19 

Jacob’s Well Holy Name of Jesus, Medina       7:00 PM 18 

MN Valley  Risen Savior, Burnsville       7:00 PM 18 

Vietnamese St. Joseph Hien       4:00 PM 26 

Fairmont  St. John Vianney, Fairmont       6:30 PM               4 

Upcoming Cursillo Weekends  
 

          Weekends (Spanish) to be held at St. Dominic’s, 

                                    Northfield 
 #317 Men’s:  Jun 16-19 

  Rector:  Marco Flores 

 #318  Women’s:  Jun 30-Jul 3 

  Rectora:  Magali Perez 

 

            Weekends to be held at St Elizabeth Ann Seton, 

            Hastings 
 #319 Men’s: Aug 11-14 

  Rector: Tom Streefland 

 #320 Women’s:  Aug 18-21 

  Rectora:  Nancy Curti 

  
 

Dates and locations for remaining 2011 Weekends 

are on the Website    www.tc-cursillo.org  

  

Please prayerfully consider sponsoring for these or 
any future weekends.  Contact your Ultreya rep for 

apps and other sponsoring information.  

 
The new team applications are available at Ultreyas and on our web 

site. After completing the form, email to cursillo-chair@tc-
cursillo.org. Applications are kept on file for one year from date of 
submission and approval. You must have made Weekends #313/314 
or earlier to be eligible to work on the next Cursillo weekend. 

 

We are on the WEB 

www.tc-cursillo.org 

 

DATES AND NEWSDATES AND NEWSDATES AND NEWSDATES AND NEWS    

SCHOOL OF LEADERS    

1st Tuesday, June 7, at 6:30 pm 

     Location:  St. Patrick’s Church, Edina -St Martin’s Hall 

  6820 St. Patrick’s Lane 

     Topic: National & Regional Cursillo Insights  
                       Lay and Assistant Lay Directors 
   

  The School of Leaders is open to all 
Come join your Cursillo friends 


